Use of low doses of clenbuterol to reduce incidence of ascites syndrome in broilers.
Beta-adrenergic agonists have been shown to be capable of improving growth performance in poultry when added to the feed at 1.0 ppm. However, no reference has been made concerning the cardiovascular responses when one of these agents is added to the feed at a lower concentration during the whole production cycle. The aim of this paper was to assess the effects on the ascites syndrome of 0.25 ppm clenbuterol in the feed, throughout 52 d, in broiler chicks. Results showed a lack of difference in growth and feed conversion rate between the untreated control groups and the experimental group. There were differences in mortality due to the ascites syndrome, abdominal fat:body weight ratio, and ventricular index. A statistically significant positive correlation was also found between ventricular index and mortality rate (r = 0.98). If adequate withdrawal times are ensured, the use of clenbuterol at 0.25 ppm is suggested to reduce mortality due to the ascites syndrome in broilers.